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with no favourable eye upon the prospect of surrendering
Okha with the protection of the pilgrims, and the manage-
ment of the holy places, to an alien Government, and the
Resident declined to press it. The fact was that the whole
situation was full of electric possibilities; the Baroda
Government had the power but could not, or would not,
use it; the British authorities could not intervene except
by way of protest and advice, and when their active inter-
vention was sought for. Matters drifted on, however,
with a continuous ground swell in Okhamandal, and with-
out overt disagreement between the Baroda Government
and the Political Agency, and in 1857 the storm of the
Mutiny swept over India.

Ill

The question was to be settled by the Waghers themselves.
On 1858 they succeeded in gaining the possession of the
fort and island of Beyt, by the treachery of the mixed
garrison of Arabs, Sindhis, and local sepoys. It was pro-
posed to bring European troops from Karachi, but the
Bombay Government demurred. They thought that as
the State had ample troops for such purposes they should
use them; they declined, in short, to pull the Gaekwar's
chestnuts out of the fire for him. But the plans had gone
too far. The troops came and were repulsed, being too
weak in artillery to make any impression on the walls.
Next day, however, the Waghers evacuated the fort; the
rebellion collapsed with the arrival of State troops, and
all was quiet once more.

But not for long. Tales of the Mutiny had filtered
through, and with them the legend of the complete
destruction of British power in India. In 1859, there-
fore, the Waghers again rebelled. They seized Dwarka
and made every show of a formidable resistance. Now
at last the assumption of full control of Okhamaadal by